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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-19 is/are pending in the application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The Art Unit location of your application in the USPTO has changed. To aid in 
correlating any papers for this application, all further correspondence regarding this 
application should be directed to Art Unit 2617. 

Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement filed on 3/26/2004 has been considered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a & e) as being anticipated by 
Dorenbosch et al. (US 2002/0173308). 
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Regarding claim 1, Dorenbosch teaches a communication device (Fig. 1 [12]) 
with a means for logging into a server that offers instant message service (Fig. 1 [16]), 
means for receiving an instant message having a forwarding destination (Page 2 
[0020]), means for storing the instant message (Page 2 [0020]), means for detecting 
whether or not a user designated as the forwarding destination is logged in the server 
(Page 1 [0018]), and means for transmitting to the forwarding destination, the instant 
message stored in the means for storing when the user logs into the server. (Page 2 
[0020]) 

Regarding claim 2, Dorenbosch teaches a means for adding to an instant 
message to be transmitted to the user, information of a transmitter included in the 
instant message received by the means for receiving. (Fig. 3, Page 2 [0021] and Page 
3 [0032]) 

Regarding claim 3, Dorenbosch teaches a means for transmitting to the 
transmitter, when a prescribed period of time elapses after the means for receiving 
receives the instant message, an instant message indicating such a fact. (Fig. 4 [56 & 
58] and Page 2 [0023]) 

Regarding claim 4, Dorenbosch teaches a means for detecting whether or not 
the user is logged in server. (Page 2 [0023]) 

Regarding claim 5, Dorenbosch teaches the means for receiving receives a first 
instant message including a transmission destination, a transmitter, a forwarding 
destination and a main text. (Fig. 2 [24], Fig. 3 [43] and Page 2 [0020-0023]) 
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Regarding claim 6, Dorenbosch teaches a means for generating a second instant 
message including a transmission destination, a transmitter, a forwarder and main text 
in accordance with the first instant message. (Fig. 2 [24], Fig. 3 [43], Page 2 [0020- 
0023] and Page 3 [0032]) 

Regarding claim 7, Dorenbosch teaches a communication device (Fig. 1 [12]) 
with a means for logging into a server that offers instant message service (Fig. 1 [16]), 
means for receiving from a client terminal of a forwarder, an instant message including 
identification information of a client terminal of a forwarding destination (Page 2 [0020] 
and Fig. 1 [10]), means for storing the instant message (Page 2 [0020]), means for 
detecting whether or not a user designated as the forwarding destination is under active 
status (Page 1 [0018]), and means for transmitting the instant message stored in the 
storing means when the client terminal is under active status. (Page 2 [0020] and Fig. 
7) 

Regarding claim 8, the limitations of claim 8 are rejected as being the same 
reason set forth above in claim 2. 

Regarding claim 9, Dorenbosch teaches a means for transmitting to the client 
terminal of the forwarder, when a prescribed period of time elapses after the means for 
receiving receives the instant message and the instant message fails to be transmitted 
to the client terminal of the forwarding destination an instant message indicating such a 
fact. (Fig. 6 [86]) 
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Regarding claim 10, Dorenbosch teaches the means for detecting whether or not 
the client terminal of the forwarding destination is under the active status by inquiring 
the server. (Page 1 [0002 & 0004] and Page 2 [0020]) 

Regarding claim 11, Dorenbosch teaches the means for receiving from the client 
terminal of forwarder, a first instant message including identification information of the 
communication device as transmission destination information, identification information 
of the client terminal of the forwarder as transmitter information, identification 
information of the client terminal of the forwarding destination as forwarding destination 
information and main text. (Fig. 2 [24], Fig. 3 [43] and Page 2 [0020-0023]) 

Regarding claim 12, Dorenbosch teaches a means for generating a second 
instant message including the identification information of the client terminal of the 
forwarding destination as transmission destination information, the identification 
information of the communication device as transmitter information, the identification 
information of the client terminal of the forwarder as forwarder information, and main 
text in accordance with the first instant message, wherein the client terminal of the 
forwarding destination is under the active status, the means for transmitting transmits 
the second instant message to the client terminal of the forwarding destination. (Fig. 2 
[24], Fig. 3 [43], Page 2 [0020-0023] and Page 3 [0032]) 

Regarding claim 13, Dorenbosch teaches a communication method comprising 
detecting by a terminal of a forwarder, whether or not a user of a terminal of a 
forwarding destination is logged in an instant message server (Page 2 [0023]), 
transmitting an instant message including identification information of the terminal of the 
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forwarding destination from the terminal of the forwarder to a communication device 
when the user of the forwarding destination is not logged in the instant message server 
(Page 2 [0020] and Fig. 6 [86]), storing the instant message received from the terminal 
of the forwarder in means for storing of the communication device (Page 2 [0020]), 
detecting by the communication device, whether or not the user of the forwarding 
destination designated as the terminal of the forwarding destination is logged in the 
instant message server (Page 2 [0023]) and transmitting the instant message stored in 
the means for storing from the communication device to the terminal of the forwarding 
destination when the user of the forwarding destination logs into the instant message 
server. (Page 2 [0020-0024]) 

Regarding claim 14, Dorenbosch teaches adding an instant message to be 
transmitted from the communication device to the terminal of the forwarding destination, 
transmitter information included in the instant message which the communication device 
received from the terminal of the forwarder. (Fig. 3, Page 2 [0021] and Page 3 [0032]) 

Regarding claim 15, Dorenbosch teaches the step of transmitting, when a 
prescribed period of time elapses after the communication device receives the instant 
message form the terminal of the forwarder, an instant message indicating such a fact 
from the communication device to the terminal of the forwarder. (Fig. 4 [56 & 58] and 
Page 2 [0023]) 

Regarding claim 16, Dorenbosch teaches the step of transmitting the instant 
message from the terminal of the forwarder to the terminal of the forwarding destination 
without intervening the communication device when the user of the forwarding 
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destination is logged in the instant message server. (Page 2 [0020] through Page 3 
[0027]) 

Regarding claim 17, the limitations of claim 17 are rejected as being the same 
reason set forth above in claim 4. 

Regarding claim 18, Dorenbosch teaches receiving a first instant message 
including a transmission destination, a transmitter, a forwarding destination and main 
text form the terminal of the forwarder. (Fig. 2 [24], Fig. 3 [43] and Page 2 [0020-0023]) 

Regarding claim 19, Dorenbosch teaches a means for generating a second 
instant message including a transmission destination, a transmitter, a forwarder and 
main text as an instant message to be transmitted to the terminal of the forwarding 
destination in accordance with the first instant message. (Fig. 2 [24], Fig. 3 [43], Page 2 
[0020-0023] and Page 3 [0032]) 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

US-6,301,609 to Aravamudan et al. regarding user definable instant messaging 
groups. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew C. Sams whose telephone number is (571)272- 
8099. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on (571)272-7922. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



MCS 
6/9/2006 




LESTER a KINCAID 
SUPERVISORY PRIMARY EXAMINER 



